A Giant Leap

By Karly Horn

L

edy just six years ago, the country has yet to fully heal.
v il We remember his speech at Rice University, wherehe—made_
. it our goal to send an American safely to the moon before the

mthe decade. .. e
~“We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the
things, not because they are easy, but because the

”» 3
he said. -

—a— Perhaps too hard. Kennedy’s astronomical goal—considered
impossible by some, improbable by most—is as big a
challenge as anticipated. The Apollo program has consumed
countless hours of labor, millions of U.S. dollars and the lives
of three American astronauts.

But the work gives the U.S. purpose. And in that, we
find hope.

On July 20, 1969, hope gives way to resolve. As Neil
Armstrong plants the American flag into the dusty surface
of the moon, he plants a renewed pride for America and the
boundless ingenuity of its citizens in our hearts.

Mission accomplished.
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About 400,000 engineers, scientists and technicians from
more than 20,000 companies and universities worked on the
Apollo program. | |

No university was closer—by proximity or by intimacy— - I|
than Florida Tech. ! ||| -

Many of our almost 2,000 students at the time took night | I
classes, spending their days working full-time at “the Cape.” _ -

When Apollo 11 was being built, they worked on it. f | . b \

When it launched, they witnessed it. - TEo= : ‘IT : '\" !

When Neil Armstrong’s first steps on the moon streamed ' "
live on television, they watched it.
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Tuck Fuller ’70

Of course we were aware of the
history being made, but we also
had concerns due to some of the
failures of the past. I was living
with my parents in Indialantic,
and our backyard faced north,
giving us a fairly good view of the
launches, even though we were
several miles away. We could sit
in the yard and watch or climb up
Art Banman 70 on the roof. Some of the launches
July 20, 1969, was g d = = seemed routine, but not this one.
around black-and-whit TV ooty e Was gathered

_ e TV sets and radios—the
excitement, hope, anticipation, anxiety and concern

Today, they
remember it.

Ray Floyd ’'70

step outside at every launch I can an,
the accomplishments the USA had made,

I joined the Apollo team in January 1966,
going to work with IBM. My particular
assignment was on the DEE-6 computer
system, responsible for monitoring several
thousand sensors within the Saturn I and
Saturn V rocket systems. I had never had
before or [have had] since an assignment
that brought such vivid memories to recall. I
worked on all 16 of the Apollo missions and
found it most interesting how such different
companies and projects could come together
as a family. Boeing (Chrysler, Lockheed, etc.)
didn’t have a problem—if there was a problem,
WE had it and worked together to solve it.

gummer job ab NBC-IV in
tween my freshman and
Twasina department

that made film copies of live traps;r;@s;:gns
from the moon as well as thg tm;} R

k. This was an exciting time or b
bag émd the world. An interesting sl t,e .
géﬁeﬁt of my job was access to the studlo,

i - f the lunar
full-size mock-ups 0 =
‘g)tcftll’ssion module (LE_M) were 1ocea‘.,teercllt :
used during informational news

1 was working &
New York City be
gophomore years.

Larry Mort.land

i military,
ive duty 10 the m) —
1 w;. ; 2nwaé?3\: constantly shar}rclg nsmﬂ
a? s&icess and prigle in 1;1;1:;1 =
%apabﬂity. The United gtates,

Oakley Drumbhelier ’70

When I got out of the Army in 1967, I was
hired by Genera] Electric (GE) at the Space
center. NASA was trying to expand and

improve itg quality assurance following the 1 and exiting

" : to WW 11 was
fire that killed three of oyp astronauts. After cloSIller:ding world power: Apollfr nation
S'X Months, GE received a new contract fop jas of the Status o7

3 continuance

chieved. 1 : i
tx:rat?a? is coming 10 our near fu

managing and monitoring the Spacecraft and
lunar module prior to and during launch,

We developed the acceptance checkout
équipment used fop monitoring, displaying

and recording all biomedical datg, wi
of the astronauts, =
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